and, repeating what had transpired, claimed that his continued silence must under the circumstances be regarded by the meeting as a confession that his charge was untrue. He then came forward, greatly agitated, and made an earnest appeal to the meeting, which he concluded by pledging himself that if I would commence a suit against him, he would, as the words were not actionable, deposit in Court five hundred dollars, as stipulated damages, to be 'forfeited if he did not prove the charge. I promised to comply with the suggestion, and contented myself with asking the meeting to remember my prediction that the Deposit would never be made. After the close of the Election I called upon him to redeem his promise, when he replied that he had, at the time, limited the period within which the call was to be made, and as that had expired he now declined to make the Deposit; a declaration which the whole assembly before whom his pledge had been given knew to be unfounded. The publication of our correspondence closed the affair between the General and myself. I also brought a libel suit against the Editor1 of the federal newspaper for a still broader ° and libelous impeachment of my conduct and motives' in the Manor controversy. ^ This I ceased to prosecute on the application of Mr. Williams made by a letter in which he disclaimed for the Editor a design to accuse me of anything beyond or inconsistent with my professional rights and duties, claiming only that my opinions were wrong and led to injurious results..
I make these explanations in view of the extent to which these questions between Landlord and Tenant have in later times been made the subject of political agitation — leading to such debauchery of the publick mind as to enable it to hear without apparent shock, of the extension of Executive pardon to persons convicted of the darkest crimes growing out of such agitations, under circumstances justifying deep suspicion of being designed to operate upon their suffrages and the suffrages of their friends. The time has I hope never been when my mind would not have revolted at the mere contemplation of such dealings with such subjects, and I am quite unwilling to have any acts of mine confounded with those we have witnessed in more recent times.
I am induced to speak of another matter connected with my professional life because it relates to the only personal dispute I over had which led to the extremity to which it was pursued. At the Columbia Circuit in the year 181 [?] we brought to a final and favorable decision, so far as related to the Courts of law, the long existing controversy in regard to the effect of a Patent, in which many of -the Dutch families (and mine among them) w .re inter-
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oD*alled upon him to maintain it if he could. He stood in a remote part of the room, but did not then speak or shew any disposition to do so. After a pause I rose again," MS. I. p. •,-:,.ed for my guide, not he said, as a relation, but as the oldest of the name in the town.
